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requisitioned from Paris, or else by march-route. By
the time they arrived, however, the situation had
become much worse: German troops were reported on
the Nanteuil-Senlis road as far as Baron, thus threaten-
ing the retreat on Paris. Late on the afternoon of the
9th our IV. Corps had to retire from about Nanteuil,
and one wondered what the situation might be by the
following morning. The Sixth Army Commander,
however, begged his commanders to stand at all costs,
in order not to lose the fruits of the victory on the
Maine."

It can be seen from this how seriously the success
of the First Army on the Ourcq was regarded by
French Headquarters, and, further, that a German
Reserve formation of four to six divisions must have
brought about the destruction of the French left wing
and thereby could have transformed the whole general
situation of the right wing of the German Armies.*

The Order of the Day, issued by General Maunouryf
after the five days' battle on the Ourcq, strangely con-
tradicts in places the above account of the situation
of his Army; it runs as follows:

" For five complete days the Sixth Army has fought
without cessation or rest against a numerous enemy,
whose fighting spirit had been raised to an exceptional
pitch by Ms former successes. The fight was a severe
one; and the heavy losses incurred, the great exertions
needed^ and the lack of rest and even food surpass all
description, You have, however, borne them all with
a fortitude, constancy, and endurance which no words
of mine can adequately praise. Comrades, your com-

* A similar reinforcement  of  General Maunourv, or of Field-
Marshal French, would have been equally fruitful in results.
f This is authentic.